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GOSNELLS PONY CLUB - RIDERS WITHOUT HORSES PROGRAM 
Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.50 pm]:  I draw the house’s attention to the Gosnells Pony Club’s 
Riders Without Horses program, the aim of which is to provide access to horses for children in what is 
essentially a residential area.  Chief coach, Heather McDonald, started this program after identifying a need in 
the metropolitan area.  Once a month young people who do not own horses are educated in saddling, bridling and 
general equine knowledge, and this is done at minimal expense to the parents.  These young people range in age 
from approximately eight years, such as Louisa Hopkins, to 22-year-old Neesha Hitchcock, who describes 
herself as the most experienced member of the pony club.  It is a very worthwhile program.   

I also acknowledge five outstanding students in my electorate who achieved very well in last year’s tertiary 
entrance exams: they are Thornlie Senior High School’s TEE dux, Jessica Vanhemert, who is now studying 
commerce at Curtin University of Technology; Cameron Byfield, also from Thornlie, who received a certificate 
of excellence in the wholly school assessed vocational education and training dux award; Adam Holman of 
Gosnells was placed in the top one per cent of the state with his results, and was TEE dux at Kelmscott Senior 
High school - Adam is now studying engineering at Curtin University; Luke Waller was the TEE dux of 
Southern River College; and Renee Goulding received a certificate of excellence, and is presently studying 
veterinary nursing at Bentley TAFE.  It is a credit to their parents, teachers and the state schools in my electorate 
in encouraging and motivating these students to achieve their very well deserved results.  
 


